Working With Your Merit Badge Counselor

Talking with your counselor about your reading is a big part of fulfill-
ing the requirements for the Reading merit badge. Your counselor has
not read every book written, That would be impossible for anyone. Tens
of thousands of new books are published each year. Add to those the
classic books from earlier years, and even the most enthusiastic reader
has a hard time keeping up with all the books worth reading.

Your counselar, therefore, will not be familiar with all the books
yau will read. Your counsalor, as well as your family members and
your school or public librarian, may recommend books he or she has
enjoyed, but the final choice is yours. The books and other materials
you select should be ones you want to read. If your counselor has
not read one or more of your choices, you will want to briefly tell
what the book is about and why you wanted to read it. Your counselor
might like to read some of the books and other materials you have
especially enjoyed.

If you have trouble reading, tell your counselor. He or she can get
you some help.
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Why Read?

If you have ever wanted to go back

in time or wished you could visit the
future, if you are curious about the
world, or if vou are interested in how
things work or like to learn new things,
these are all reasons why you should
want to read.

If you dream big dreams, or if you
wonder how people make their dreams
come true, in the pages of books, vou
can find everything in the world—or
out of it—that interests vou. If people
fascinate you, vou will meet an endless
parade of memorable characters, real
and fictional, in biographies and novels.
If science or nature is your thing, books can give
vou the facts from aardvarks to zygotes. Books
can make you a time traveler, leading you deep
into the historical past or, even deeper, into the
prehistoric ages before people learned to write.
Books can take you far into the future and far
out into the realms of imagination.

In the pages of a book you can go anywhere,
Some books will walk you down the street. Some
will take you to the world's biggest cities, Others
will earry you off to high mountains, desert wil-
dernesses, or polar ice caps. Some books will
take you off Earth and set vou down on another
planet, where you may meet some of the weird
est characters ever created,

Reading is fun. It’s fascinating. It's full of
surprises. And it will take vou places you can’t
get to in any other way.

¢In the world
of words, the
imagination
is one of
the forces
of nature. ??

Wallace Stevens,

American poet



The Rewards of Reading

Why read?
Everything you just read here about the pleasures and

rewards of reading helps answer that question. But it’s a big |
question and a good one to ask and answer |
" as you set out to earn the Reading merit badge.
€« I thll'lk I'E'a_d]_ﬂg If vou watch television, you know that

: . TV tells stories, reports current events, and
15 S0 lmpl:rl"tal"lt offers sports lovers an endless schedule of

athletic events. With all that’s on television

tha[ I reque to amuse, entertain, and teach people, you
Iﬂ‘}f sons to might think there is no special reason to

read books—especially since you read a lot

I-ead an 110111" of books for school. Textbooks and television
both have their places. But your own personal
d da‘l.,ﬁ'_ b2 reading can take vou far beyond anvthing

you will get from television watching or
classroom assignments.

—Julins “Dr. J” Erving,
American basketball player

Through reading, vou can learn about the
things that interest you. You can learn about the

(8
things no one seems able to tell you about—the A gDDd bDUk

[1?]';. Donding Kindersley

' - *’-.'wﬁu"fﬁ

subjects that people seem uninformed or uncom-
fortable about. You will find that many authors

is the best of

have written about the things that interest you. 1
Books can be fun. At the same time they can frlends’ the
help vou understand who you are, where you are same today
going, and where vou want to be. Reading about
other people vour age facing the same sorts of a]']_d fDI'E\.-’E'I', 7
problems you face can help you feel less alone,
The thoughts and experiences of other people as —Martin Tupper, English
they are :c]auwn. iu. books will help you know what poet ard philosopher
| you think and feel about yourself and others.

Through reading, vou will gain a deeper
understanding of yourself, your family, your friends, you
country, and the world in which you live. Reading can help
you figure out how you see the world and how you will make
Whatever you like, whether it's art or animals, history or hieroglyphics, music or decisions. Reading can help vou find vour place in the world.
movies, people or photography —or anything else that has ever been thought of,
dreamed up, or wondered about—you can find it in a book.



Once mastered, the reading skill can become one of the most important forces in

your life, both now and in the future. How do people become good readers? They
read often, on their own, and for fun.

Reading for Your Future

Mavbe vou have heard parents and teachers
say that a young person who does not know
how to read is not likely to make it in life.
You might feel that’s an unkind thing to say.
But the truth is, for many fields that young
people might want to consider for their life-
time work, reading is absolutely necessary.
Without the ability to read quickly and
with understanding, a person would find
it nearly impossible to train for a career in
medicine or law or to become a scientist,
engineer, computer specialist, teacher, or
husiness owner or professional. In fact, you
must be a good reader to pursue any career
that requires keeping up with progress and
communicating in writing with cowoarkers.
Reading opens opportunities that are closed
o nonreaders.

¢“The man who
does not read
books has
no advantage
over the man
who can’t
read them. ??

—Muark Tiwatn, American
writer and humorist

Not being able to read makes life much
harder. Reading is an important part of everyday
life. People who are illiterate (unable to read or
write) find it difficult or impossible to fill out a
job application or read street signs o1 a recipe
on a soup can. In today's information-filled
world, people simply do not function well if
they cannot read.




What Is Reading?

Maybe you have enjoyed books, magazines, and
the Internet for years, without ever thinking of
reading as a skill you have mastered, just as
carpenters who build the frameworks of houses
use skills they have mastered

When you first went to school {whether
you knew it at the time), vour teacher’s most
important goal was teaching you how to read.
Reading specialists have developed countless
ways to teach reading. You were taught by one
method or maybe more than one, especially if

vour family moved and vou changed schools. £c REﬂding 1s to

What were you learning as vou began to

master the skill of reading? Basically, reading the mind what
is making sense out of symbols that in com- . .

binations become words and in combinations exercise 1s to

of words become sentences. The symbols—

or letters—gradually become part of your thE‘ b{:ld}’. 3
experience. You identify them without being

consciously aware that you are making an —>5Sir Richard Steele, English
identification. When you see a g you know essayist and plonwright

it is a g because vou learned it as a g. You
learned the meaning for that symbaol.

In fact, the letter g is nothing more
than an arrangement of lines and curves that has taken on a
clear meaning. It is entirely possible that g could have been
designed differently—as Q. perhaps—and you could have
learned this different symbol for that letter

When you learn another language—Japanese, for instance,
or Arabic or Russian—that uses a set of symbols different from
the set you know, it becomes clear that reading is the ability to
understand symbols. Together these symbols make up words
that are used to describe objects, acts, or ideas.



T

Another definition
of reading is the
skill and ability
ta receive infor-
mation through
means other than

direct contact or

ahservation.

Like the symbols we use for letters, the words people have
invented to _x-|.£|-_._| for different things are often pretty much a
matter of chance. By connecting words with the things they
stand for, a child learns what others mean when they say, for
instance, roof. Most children somehow absorb the fact that
roof refers to something above a house, not something under
it, Although, if you think about it, you may decide that English
speakers made a chance, or arbitrary, lil."l.'ih:_l..i'.."l when they
chose to call a roof a roof instead of, say, a floor

To better understand this whole idea, it helps to study a
foreign language. The “chancy,” or arbitrary, nature of words is
easier to see when you are learning the meanings of w ords in
a language other than your own.

The Skill of
Reading

Reading may be the most
important skill a Scout can
master. It is a skill that
prepares and allows you
to learn about the world
and society. It helps you
grow as a leader. It helps
you learn from the experi-
ences of others.

Mo one is born self-
sufficient. Self-sufficiency
{being able to provide for
your own needs) is learned
day by day as you grow up.
Reading helps you learn
self-sufficiency.

The more you read,
the more you know.

The more you know,
the farther you will go.

Braille: “Hands-On” Reading

A system of six simple dots, developed around 1820, presented an
invaluable gift to people who are blind: the means with which to read
and write. Frenchman Louis Braille, blinded at age 3, was a teenager
when he created the code now known worldwide by his name. The
first Braille book, a three-volume history of France, was published in
1837 Today, Braille is used across the globe to publish books, maga-
zines, scientific charts, and sheet music.

Braille is read by running the finger over a series of raised dots
on a page. Each cell contains six dots, which fit easily under the
fingertip. These six dots can be combined in 63 different ways to
represent letters, numbers, punctuation, and other symbols. Most
publications use Grade 2 Braille, which uses contractions to save
space and make reading easier. (If every letter is written in Braille,
Grade 1 Braille is being used.)

Braille can be "handwritten” using a slate and stylus to punch
out words, or it can be “typed” by a machine called a braillewriter.
Today, there also are software programs that translate Braille; Braille
personal printers; portable, electronic Braille notetakers; and Braille
displays that make the information on a computer screen readable via
a portable, refreshable surface.




Reading for Fun

With a good book you can relax, stop boredom, and
be entertained for hours or days. Reading for fun is
at the heart of requirement 1 for this merit badge.
You can read simply to enjov and appreciate a writ-
er's way with words. You also can apply what you
find in books to your own life and concerns.

As vou choose six books to read for require
ment 1, think about your interests. What do you
like? What are you curious about?

You will find it fun to learn all vou can about
your [avorite subject. If you play sports, you might
want to read a book about your favorite game and
maybe a biography of a famous athlete. If you're into

astronomy, you can read both fiction and nonfiction “« Of a” [he
books about the stars and planets.

Is there a period in history that interests you? A HEEdS d
realm from legend or mythology? A far corner of Earth? hf}ﬂk haS
Maybe your hobby is fishing, or {ast cars, or music. ?
Maybe vou've seen a great movie, and now you would th(__"' ChiE“f
like to read the book.

Whatever intrigues you, you can be sure someone HEEd j.S
has written about it. Finding six books (of four differ-
ent types) to read for requirement 1 won’t be hard, Your that lt be
merit badge counselor or a librarian can help you narmow
your choices from the countless books available. readable. »

Even with expert help, however, you may find that
a book you have chosen is not to your taste. That’s no
problem. One of the great things about reading is that
you are free o dislike what vou are reading. Maybe that
particular book doesn't tell vou enough; maybe it tells
you too much. Or it may just bore you.

Whatever the reason, feel free to abandon a book you
don’t like, Put it aside and pick another. There are too many
good books to read for you to spend time on a book that does
not satisfy you.

—Anthony Thollope,
Ernglish novelist




Adventures in Reading

Requirement 1b asks you to read books of different types. You
probably are very familiar with some of the suggested books:

* MNonfiction includes the Boy Scout Handbook, Fieldbook, merit
badge pamphlets, field guides, and other kinds of factual writing.
You're used to reading these kinds of books to get information,

* Fiction includes shaort stories, novels (“chapter” books), and ather
writing created by an author’s imagination. Maybe you like a
particular genre, or type, of fiction, such as mysteries, adventure
stories, histarical fiction, fantasies, or science fiction.

The two big groups of fiction and nonfiction have many subgroups
you can explore for requirement 1:

+ Poetry includes not only verses and poems but also the lyrics of
songs. If you have a favorite musical group, you could ask your
librarian’s help in finding a collection of the group’s songs.

+ Drama tells stories through actors who perform for audiences.
The actors follow a written script. Dramas also are called plays;
a movie script is a screegnplay. If you enjoy movies, your librarian
can help you find novels that were adapted for your favorite
big-screen pictures. You might also enjoy collections of plays.
Your librarian can show you books of plays that are available in
your local library.

= |f real life and real people grab your attention, you will want to explore
such forms of nonfiction as history, biography, autobiography or
memuoirs, diaries, and essays.

Requirement 1b also asks you to read at least one award-winning
book. Your librarian may suggest books that have won the Newbery
Award, the Mational Book Award forYoung People's Literature, or your
state’s awards for outstanding books for young readers. The resources
section of this pamphlet has more information about finding some of
thase award winners.

Using Your Library

To complete all parts of
requirement 1, vou need to
know your way around a
library. Start at the library's
catalog. It will be either a
card catalog or [more likely) a
computerized catalog that has
information on every book in
the library’s collection.

At one time, most libraries
used a card catalog that listed
each book and item in the library's collection on
individual index cards. The cards were filed in
alphabetical order by title, by author, and by
subject. Card catalogs were easy to use, but it was
hard to keep them up-to-date. Making cards for
new books took a lot of time.

Today, you can still find card catalogs in some
libraries. But computerized systems are quickly

replacing the old-style card system. Like the card
catalog, a computer catalog lists books three ways:
by author (last name first), by title, and by subject.
To look up The Grearest: Muhammad Aff, for
instance, you could search the computer catalog
by the author's name (Myers, Walter Dean), by
the book’s title (without'the The], or by subject Computer catalogs are easy to
(Ali, Muhammad], See the illustrations on the update, well-organized, and in
following pages. many ways easier to use than
When you find a book you want to examine e E S
more closely, write down the book’s call number.
A call number is a combination of numbers and letters that
identifies the book and tells where it will be found on the
shelves. Using that unigue number, you can locate the book on
the library’s shelves, A librarian will be happy to show you how.
If you are not looking for a specific book or a particular
author, search by subject. Suppose vou want to find books
about wilderness survival. Choose “Subject™ from the list of
search options, and enter “wilderness survival” as the search
erm. The computer will display every title in the library®s
collection that has to do with the topic. For a more detailed
cription of a book that interests you, click on the title,

des
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With some computerized catalogs, you can enter the author’s name in

any order or search by only the last name. Ask your librarian which
works best with the system you are using.




Be careful with
library books and
books that belong
to other people.
Take care not to
damage them or
mark them in

any way.

Classification Systems
When you have found the book you are looking for, also skim
the titles of the books beside it on the shelves. All the books
with similar call numbers have similar subjects.

Monfiction books are arranged on library shelves by
subject. Almost all school and public libraries use the Dewey
decimal classification system to group books by subject. Some

libraries have their own systems for arranging books, or they
use the Library of Congress classification system. Ask a librarian
about the method used in your school or public library, and
ask for any help you need to locate books on the shelves.
Most public libraries have special sections or departments
for children, adults, and sometimes yvoung adults. The books
yvou choose to read for requirement 1 may come from any
or all of these sections. A librarian can show you where each
section is and help you pick books that fit vour needs, interests,
and reading level. A librarian also can tell you how to get your
own library card, if vou don’t already have one.

Main Dewey Decimal Classification Groups

000033
100-193

200-299
300-399

400-4339
&00-559

600-689

700-799

800892
200939

General (encyclopedias, bibliographies, periodicals, journalism)

Philosophy and psychology lincluding ethics, logic, and the
paranormal such as ghosts, ESF, and alien abduction)

Religion

Social sciences |political science, economics, law, education,
customs, folklore)

Language (languages, dictionaries, grammar)

Matural sciences and mathematics (astronomy, physics,
chemistry, geology, paleontology, biology, zoology, botany)

Technology and applied sciences (medicine, engineering,
aviation, automotive repair, agriculture, animal science,
gardening, business, radio, television)

The arts (architecture, sculpture, painting, music,
photography, theater, film)

Literature (novels, poetry, plays, criticism)

Geography and history {including travel guides,
biography, genealogy)
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With a library
card, you can
horrow materials

from the library.

Keeping a Log

Your reading log for requirement 1d can be a simple loose-
leaf or spiral notebook. Allow at least one full page for each
book yvou read. You will need plenty of room to record

not only your progress through each book but also—

and more importantly—your opinions and comments
about each book. In addition to basic information
such as the title and author of each book, your log
could include information such as the publisher and
copyright vear or year of publication (found on the
page that follows the title page] and other books
written by the same author.

Your log is not a book report. You do not need to
write a summary of each book vou read, unless you
want to do that. The log is a place o write down your
thoughts about what you have read.

Maybe vou will give your general reaction to
a chapter or a section with a one- or two-line comment,
something like these examples (the title of the book follows
each comment].

* Being sent off to live on a lonely Alaskan island for a vear
would be great, but I wouldn't want to be there with Cole,
[Touching Spirit Bear, by Ben Mikaelsen. HarperCollins, 2001)

= Going through life IS like “breathing underwater"—this guy
Nick gol that right! (Breathing Underwater, by Alex Flinn.
HarperCollins, 2001]

* Would I have left my friends to die on the mountain? Maybe,
if | didn't have a choice. (Inte Thin Air, by Jon Krakauer.
Anchor, 1998)

Make notes of any details, ideas, or parts of the book you want
to talk about with your counselor.

Requirement 1d asks you to explain to your counselor
why you chose the books you did and whether you enjoyed
them. Did they live up to your expectations? What did each
book mean to you? Did a book surprise you? If it was Hetion,
did you find the story believable? Or do you think the things
in the book couldn’t happen in real life? Were vou satisfied
with the experience of reading the book? Why or why not?
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are to be tasted,
others to be
swallowed, and
some few to

be chewed and
digested. ??

—Francis Bacon, English
philosopher and statesman



If you "sample” a
book but find

it too hard, too
Basy, or just not
interesting, you do
not have to finish
it. Make a note

in your log telling
wiy you quit

reading the boak.

Making Time to Read

You're busy. You have school, Scouts, sports, homework, your

hobbies, club meetings, maybe an after-school or weekend job.

How can you find time to read?

“The trick is to teach yourself to read in small sips as well
as in long swallows,” advises Stephen King, best-selling novel-
ist and short-story writer. 1 take a book with me everywhere
[ go, and find there are all sorts of opportunities to dip in.” He
reads whenever he has to wait—while standing in line, in the
theater before the show starts, and in doctors’ waiting rooms,
for example.

You can do the same thing by reading during the breaks
between activities—as yvou ride to sports practice or for a
few minutes before homework time or bedtime, for example.
Add up your “break reading” minutes (15 in the morning on
the way to school, 15 in the afternoon while you wait for
vour ride, and 15 to 30 minutes before bed) and vou may
find vou're reading 45 minutes or an hour a day—a perfectly
respectable total.

Time-Taming Tips
Aside from reading instead of walching television, here are
some other strategies for making time to read.

hour™ and stick to it.

¢ Make reading a part of your regular schedule, Set a “book

Look at how vou spend your time. Write out your schedule
for a typical week or keep an activity log. Drop some

activities that are less important or
less fun than vour main interests,
and read instead.

You might read less during the
school year or while your sport is
in season, then catch up when vou
have more time. Fill lazy summer
afternoons with fun reading and
an icy drink. Many libraries have
summer reading clubs that give
prizes for reading a certain number
of books.

Carry nature field guides with you
on hiking or camping trips to read
during occasional free moments.
Read during car rides, plane flights,
and family vacations. Before vour
trip or outing, read books, maps,
brochures, and other materials
about where you are going. Share
these materials with your family or
fellow travelers. If you're not travel
ing, read about the faraway places
you would like to visit, Also look for
fiction set in those places.

Save time at the library. Check out
books for pleasure reading when
you're there for school assignments.
Read what interests you. Time goes
fast when you're reading for the fun
of it. And the more you read, the
faster you'll be able to read.

If you can't give up TV for books,
try linking the two. Find books that
have been made into movies orTV
shows and read them befare you
watch the filmed version. Read
biographies of your favorite

movie or TV actors, or books
about how movies and TV shows
are made. If you see a program

on TV that interests you, look for
books on that subject. In fact,
some programs have companion
books that give more information
or behind-the-scenes details.

Ask your librarian or counselor

for help locating a “read-more-
about-it" book.



Reading for Information

For requirement 2 you will research subjects that interest you.
You can pick any current topic, but your reading selections for
requirement 2 will be mostly, if not entirely, nonfiction. You
are looking for facts and information. Your goal is to learn
about the world around you by reading the most accurate and
up-to-date sources you can find,

Your search probably will take vou back to the library,
where you will find a great variety of materials—not only
books, bur also newspapers, magazines, videos, CDs, maps,
photographs, online resources, and more.

What Do You Want to Know?

Maybe there is some particular topic you have wanted (o learn
about but have never found anybody to ask. Or perhaps there
is a topic with which you are familiar but want to know more
about. Or there is something you want to know how to do or
make. Whatever subject interests you, you're almost certain to
find that many people have written about it.
Here are some examples of topics
many voung people are curious about.
If your choice is not on the list, add it!
* Mysteries such as the Loch Ness
monster, crop circles, Stonehenge

¢ [Fossils and dinosaurs

* Mummies and ancient Egypt RATAKING
* (Castles, knights, the Middle Ages
* Politics and world events THE COMPLETE BOOK of RUNNINL:
* Nations, cultures, religions

* Travel and faraway places

-—The ENCYCLOPEDIA of FIBI-I]HG g

* Sports and athletes R s e




When you are
looking for specific
infarmation, itis a
good idea to start
with the reference
librarian at your
school or public
library. Librarians
are infarmatian
professionals.

You can save a

lot of tima by

simply asking for
their help.

Music, art, photography, movies

Colleges and universities

Careers

Animals and nature

Robots, computers, electronics

Machines, automaobiles, aircraft

Artificial intelligence

Earthquakes, volcanoes, other natural disasters
Ocean exploration, living beneath the sea
Asteroids, comets, near-Earth objects (NEOs)
Astronomy, Hubble Space Telescope

Living in space, International Space Station
Environmental issues

Famous people

The outdoors, hiking, camping

Wilderness survival

Fitness and health

How to deal with family issues, problems, divorce,
substance abuse

How to handle problems of growing up, peer approval
and pressure, self-esteem

€€1 cannot live

—Thomas Jefferson,
American president

without books. ??

Reading to Know

With your topic in mind, you're ready
to find your sources and read up on ir.
Here's a look at some different resources
you might use.

Encyclopedias. A general encyclopedia
will give vou basic facts or background
information about many subjects. Infor-

mation can change quickly, so use a good,

up-to-date encyclopedia, whether it's
printed in 30 volumes or contained on

a single compact disc,

Specialized Reference Works. Reference
works, whether print or electronic, range
from almanacs, atlases, and collections of
short biographies to field guides, movie
guides, books of famous quotations, and
many more. Reference books, electronic
databases, and other general information
sources help organize vast amounts of
information to make specific facts faster
and easier to find, All libraries, large

and small, have reference sections and
staff people who know how to use
reference resources. They know what
kinds of books, indexes, directories, and
other information sources are available.
They can help you quickly narrow your
search to a few good resources.

Magazines and Newspapers. For

the most up-to-date coverage of your
subject, read articles and editorials in
magazines and newspapers. Your library
probably has a selection of general-
interest magazines and local or major
newspapers from which to choose part
of your reading for requirement 2.

€¢] think the ability

to read and the free
exchange of ideas
that comes from it
is the single most
important thing on
our planet. . . . You
can learn anything
you want! ??

—Jeffery "Dr. 1. M.” McNulty,
American speed-metal guitarist
and literacy activist



¢¢Knowledge
is power. ??

—5ir Francis Bacon,
English philosopher

and Statesman

To find articles on your chosen subject that
have been published in popular magazines, check
the Readers’ Guide to Perfodical Literature. Your
library will probably have the Readers’ Gride as
a set of printed books, or it may be on disc.

To find newspaper stories about your subject,
check newspaper indexes on Web sites. Your
librarian can help you use find newspaper indexes
to locate the newspaper articles you want,

Books. Books have been written about every
subject. Search for them using the library card
catalog or computerized catalog as vou learned
for requirement 1a.

Internet. The Internet is a vast collection of infor-
mation. Get your parent’s permission to use the
Internet, and ask VOUT parent, counselor, or a
librarian to help you find what you need. They
can show you how to search the Internet using
Web directories or search engines.

Web directories organize information by divid-
ing it into topics and subtopics. Directories usually
have categories such as arts, computers, entertain-
ment, health, news, recreation, science, and soci-
ety. If you are looking for general information on a
broad topic, start with a Web directory. A directory
is like a table of contents or a subject outline for a huge book.
Directories usually display far fewer results than a search
engine will, but most of the suggested pages will directly relate
to the information you are seeking.

To use a search engine to locate information, type in key-
words, the main words that identify your subject. For example,
you might enter the keywords “Hubble Space Telescope” or
“Loch Mess monster® or “Appalachian Trail.” The search engine
then displavs information about, and links to, various Web sites
that deal with your subject. Depending on the keywords you
use, the search engine may turn up sites that have nothing to
do with your subject. Even so, a search engine may work better
than a directary if you are looking for certain details or specific
information. A search engine is lilke a giant index that lists every
important word from millions of Web pages.

See the resources section of this pamphlet to find
some Web directories and search engines you
can use to get started exploring the Internet. Just
ahead there's more information about using the
Internet, plus tips for online safety, in the section
“Reading on the Internet;” which covers ways to
fulfill requirement 3.

Getting the Facts

For requirement 1, the goal of your reading was pleasure. You

read for fun.

You will also have fun, of course, with your reading for
requirement 2. But what you are mainly after now is informa-
tion. To get it, you may dip into various sources, reading parts
of them but not reading them all cover to cover. You wouldn't
read an entire guidebook about national parks if you're only
interested in the part about the Everglades. You wouldn't need
to read every article in a magazine to get the one story in il
about your chosen topic.

On the other hand, yvou
have to pay attention when
you are reading for information.
Take time to be sure you under-
stand what you are reading.
Ask yourself:

* What key ideas and specific
facts have I learned from this
article (or page, paragraph,
chapter, etc.)?

¢ Do I understand these ideas
and what they mean?

* Do they answer my questions
about this subject?

Reread any part that is not
clear to you. Take notes to help
you keep track of what you
understand and what you don’t
and to identify which of your




Complete
requirement 2

by discussing with
your counselor
what you have
learnad from your
reading about the

world around you.

questions have been answered and which have not. Something
vou read may raise new questions, sending you off to other
resources in search of the answers.

Reading is for fun and for discovery. As you think about
your reading for requirements 1 and 2—what's alike about it
and what's different—you will better understand how powerful
and all-purpose the skill of reading is. Whether you are looking
to gather facts quickly, find out how to do something, while
away time on a rainy day, or lose yoursell in a fabulous
adventure, you can do it because you're a reader who knows
how to read for different reasons,

The Power of Words

Mark Twain remarked: "A powerful agent is the right word.
Whenever we come upon one of those intensely right words
in a book or a newspaper the resulting effect is physical as well
as spiritual, and electrically prompt.”
Language is rich with “intensely right words.” As
you read, whether for pleasure or to get information,
be aware of the words. If you find one you don’t
know, look it up in a dictionary or thesaurns, In
your log, keep a “cool words” list, When you
COME ACross an interesting new word or a catchy
saving or phrase, add it to your list.

You will discover that as vour vocabulary
grows, reading will become easier and more
fun.’ You will understand more of what you
read, and you'll be comfortable reading

material written for any age group.

€€ A vocabulary is

ity 1) The narme may sound like a prehistoric
fEII" Catthl'lf:,. giant reptile, but a thesaurus is not a
- Wiingtor: Churchil type of dinosaur. It's a dictionary that
R G B lists synonyms (words that mean the

same thing or have similar meaning)
and antenyms (words that have
opposite meanings).

Fill in the Blanks Whether you use a

You probably have spent time filling out forms paper or an online

for school, for Scouting, for camp, and other form (print out a hard
activities. It is important to be able to read writ- copy) for requirement
ten instructions and follow them closely, whether 3a, review the “Tips
you're ordering a magazine subscription or com- for Online Safety”

pleting a medical history. If you make a mistake,

your magazines may go to the wrong address,

or you might get the wrong medical treatment.
Requirement 3a involves completing an

in the next chapter.
Mever shop online or
do anything that costs

order form for merchandise as if yvou intended money, unless 's"'ur'-l

to place an order. Your counselor will go over have :y"ﬂl...lr parent’s

the completed order form with vou, checking permission to do so.

to be sure you carefully read and followed the Do not actually place

instructions for correctly filling out the form. the order unless your
You may fill out a paper form from a mail- parent says it is OK.

order catalog, magazine, or other printed item
such as a sales flier. You may also fill out an
online order form, as long
as you are able to print the
completed form to share
and discuss with your
counselor. Take care to
complete the order form
neatly and accurately.
Show your counselor

that you have read the
ordering instructions and
iollowed them exactly.




Reading on the Internet

People may talk about browsing online, visiting a Web page,
surfing the Met, or navigating the Web, but what they really
are doing is reading. The Internet, for all its dazzling graphics,
videos, click-to-play music, and other special effects, is made
up mainly of things to read. When you are online, you are
mostly reading.

URLs o ——— o

If vou have spent much time
online, vou probably already
have some favorite Web sites.
Maybe vour troop or patral
has its own Web site. You
might be a frequent

visitor to the Web site of

the Boy Scouts of America

at ftepe/ W scouting . org, e ——
or the Boyps' Life site at R
http./fuunw. boyslife.org.

The “http™ that many
Web site addresses include
stands for hypertext transfer
protocol. 1t is the et of rules
(the “protocol”) for exchang-
ing text files, images, sound, video, and other files on the
World Wide Web (the "www™ in the code].

The next part of an Internet address is the domain name,
In the address hitp.//wune scouting.org, “scouting.org” is the
domain name. The three-letter code “org” specifies an
organization. Other codes include “.com” {a commetrcial site),
"edu” {an educational site], “.gov" (a government site], and
“net” [a network).

e e (p G —
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If you don't have
Internet access
at home, you may
find it at your local
library, school, or

caommunity center.

L] Barys vy | Byt L e

Your Pholos

Boy's Life magazine has its own Web site, which can be found at
hitp://www boyslife.org. :

The entire address is known as a uniform resource locator,

or URL. When you type a URL into a Web browser {or click on
a link in a Web page you're viewing), the Web browser takes
you to the site {the “resource”] located at the specified address.
The World Wide Web's huge directories of URLs help Internet
users quickly find the addresses they want.

If you choose requirement 3b, you will write in your log
the Internet addresses (the URLs) of five or more Web sites
that you find helpful for your activities. These probably will
be sites you visit often [with your parent’s permission]. They
might have information helpful for your hobbies, vour outdoor
plans, school projects, or your Scouting advancement,

Your counselor, parent, or librarian can help you find good
sites that have the information you want. The resources section
of this pamphlet also lists some useful Web addresses.

Tips for Online Safety

On the Internet, you can have fun, play games, and take care of
business. You can find help with your hobbies and interests, learn all
sorts of things, click your way to a wide world of instant information,
and even read whole books.

Along with the convenience, though, comes some risk. When you
are online, you need to be careful to guard your privacy and protect
yourself from potentially harmful situations.

These tips will help you stay safe.Your parent, counselor, or librarian
may talk with you about other rules for Internet safety. When you are at a
library, you may also ask a librarian for a copy of that particular library's
Internet rules.

1. Follow your family's rules for going online. Respect any limits on how
long and how often you are allowed to be online and what sites you
can visit. Do not visit areas that are off-limits. Just as there are places
you don't go to in real life, there are places to avoid on the Internet.

2. Protect your privacy. Never exchange e-mails or give out personal
information such as your phone number, your address, your last
name, where you go to school, or where your parents work, without
first asking your parent’s permission. Do not send anyone your picture
or any photographs unless you have your parent’s permission.

3. Do not open e-mails or files you receive from people you don’t know
or trust. If you get something suspicious, trash it just as you would
any other junk mail. -

4. If you receive or discover any information that makes you uncomfort-
able, leave it and tell your parent. Do not respond to any message that
iz disturbing or hurtful.

5. Mever agree to get together with someone you “meet” onling, unless
your parent approves of the meeting and goes with you,

6. Never share your Internet password with anyone (even if they sound
“afficial”) other than your parents or other responsible adults in -
your family.

7. Never shop online unless you have your parent's permission to do so.

8. Do not believe everything you see or read online. Along with lots of
great information, the Internet has lots of junk. Learn to separate
the useful from the worthless. Talk with your counselor or other
experienced Web user about ways to tell the difference.

9. Be a good online citizen. Do not do anything that harms others or is
against the law.



Volunteering for Reading

For requirement 4, you are to give at least four hours of service
as a reading volunteer. You will find many opportunities in your
community to volunteer vour time and your skills as a reader.
Talk with vour counselor about the different kinds of volunteer
service you might give.

Reading Aloud

Do you remember being read to when yvou were a little kid?
Did you like it?

For many people, being read to is a favorite memory from
childhood. If you have a little brother or sister, or if there are
young kids in your neighborhood or vour extended family, try
reading aloud to them and see how quickly you become their
favorite big brother. Chances are, you'll have even more fun
than they will.

Reading aloud is a different skill from reading to vourself,
To keep from losing your audience, you must read slowly. If
you're normally a fast talker, you may have to slow down your
reading so much thati—to your own ears, at leasi—you sound
draggy. Don't worry. You won't sound draggy to your listeners.
They will follow the story much better if vou go slowly, say
every word, read with enthusiasm, and insert a few pauses for
dramatic effect.

Reading aloud takes practice. Before you read to an
audience (of one listener or many), practice the material
you have chosen. Be sure you can pronounce all the words,
including the characters’ names. Know where to put the
pauses. Remember to read aloud the title and the name of
the author {and the illustrator, if there is one). This reminds
your listeners where books come from—authors write them!

Your counselor
can help you
match your
interests and
abilities to the
needs of people in
your community.
Be sure to get
your parent’s
permission for
your chosen

service activity.



People of all ages enjoy hearing stories from books read
aloud. Many bookstores, libraries, book discussion clubs, and
other community groups host public readings where book
lovers read aloud from their favorites.

You might take the "read aloud" idea to a hospital, an
extended-care facility, or a local senior citizens® home or
community center. Read to one or more of the patients or
residents. Maybe other members of your patrol or troop could
take part and make this reading service project a community
Good Turn.

Try this: If you have a tape recorder, record yourself reading a couple
of paragraphs from a book you know well. Read fast and without spirit,
like you were trying to finish quickly. Listen to the playback.

MNow reread the same paragraphs. But this time, slow down. Put
feeling into the words. Vary the pace of your reading. Pause to add
suspense or a sense of anticipation. Don't just read the sentences—
perform them. Pretend you are an actor putting on a show for an
audience. Match your tone of voice and the expression on your face
to tha story you are reading.

Listen to the playback of your second reading. Which version would

you rather hear? Which version do you think your listenars would
like best?

Volunteering in a Library
Another way to fulfill requirement 4
is to volunteer in vour school or
public library. Working in the library
will help vou become familiar with
how books are classified and
arranged on the shelves and make it
easier for you to find the books you
want. You also will discover other
resources available in your library,
which might include CDs and DVDs,
books on tape, maps, photo collec-
tions, genealogy and lacal history
collections, and computers.
As a library volunteer, depending on your age and grade level
or experience, you might
¢ Nend and cover books
& Sort materials,
= Return books to their proper places on the shelves.
* Make or update displays. bulletin boards, or scrapbooks,
* Make signs, posters, and other artwork
» Clip newspaper articles for local history files.
* Stuff envelopes for bulk mailings.
* Help set up or clean up for book sales and other
special events,
+ Stamp date-due cards.
* Help in the children’s area with crafts and other activities.
* Assist with programs.
* Guide younger students in finding library resources to help
with homework assignments.
Your schoel or public library probably has many positions
open for young-adult volunteers. Just ask, Most librarians are

happy to train their volunteer assistants. Experience is usually

not necessary, although computer skills are helpful for some
library positions.

Warking in a

library is a fun
way to meet
people. Volunteers
at public libraries
might range in
age from 12 to
past 90, and they
come fram all
walks of life.
One thing most
of them have in
common is a love

of reading



Reading Resources

Scouting Literature

Boy Scout Handbook; Fieldbook; Stories
for Around the Campfire; More Stories for
Around the Campfire; The Gospel of the
Redman; Leamn to Fly-Fish in 24 Hours

Visit the Boy Scouts of America's
official retail Web site at
http:iwww.scoutstuff.org for a
complete listing of all merit badge
pamphlets and other helpful
Scouting materials and supplies.

Book Lists

Book lists or reading lists are put
together every year by readers,
librarians, and others who know
books. Your school or public library
will have lists to get you started.
Many lists are published on the Web;
the Internet address of some are given
here. Also ask your librarian or teacher
for a list of books that have won (or
are competing for] your state's awards
for children’s and young adult books.

American Library Association:
Best Books for Young Adults
Web site: hitp://unneala org/
valsa/booklists/bbya

Newbery Medal Winners and
Honor Books

Web site: hetp://wunala.org/alse/
newbpast, html

BookSpot: Young Adult Books
Web site: http:/fumn bookspot.comy
voergadule fitm

Education World: Summer
Reading Lists

Web site: hetp://wiwnw educationworld.
comy/summer_reading

International Reading Association
Choices Booklists

Web site: heip://unne reading, org/
respurces, tools/choices. itml!

National Book Awards for
Young People's Literature
Web site: futp/yamne. nationalbook_org

TeachersFirst.com: 100 Best Books
Web site: hitp:/fane teachersfirst.com,/
100books. cfm

Teenreads.com
Web site: hetp://www teenreads.com

Books Online

Many classic books are available online
for no charge. Several Web sites have
free e-books (electronic books) that you
can read on a computer or print out

to read later. The Web sites listed here
offer hundreds of e-books.

The Online Books Page
Web site: http.//digital. library. upenn.
edu/books

Project Gutenberg
Web site: hitp.//uwune gutenberg.org

Magazines

Readers your age can choose from many
magazines published especially for you.
Some of these magazines also publish
stories and articles written by young
people. Check your school or public
library for these and other magazines.

Boys' Life

P.O. Box 152350

Irving, TX 75015-2350
Telephone: 972-580-2088

Web site: hitp://www boyslife.org

Calliope

Cobblestone Publishing

30 Grove St., Suite C

Peterborough, NH 03458

Toll-free telephone; 800-821-0115

Web site: trp://wuwncobblestonepub.
com,/magazine/CAL/

Cicada (ages 14 and up)

Cricket (ages 9 to 14)

P.O. Box 9304

La Salle, IL 61301

Toll-free telephone: 800-821-0115
Web site: hutp:/www crickermag.com
Kids Discover

149 Fifth Ave.

MNew York, NY 10010

Telephone: 212-677-4457

Web site: hutp://wunw kidsdiscover.com

MidLink Magazine: The Digital
Magazine by Students, for Students
SAS Campus Drive

Cary, NC 27513

Telephone: 919-531-2869

Web site: http://wunenesiedu/midlink

National Geographic Kids

1145 17th 5t. N'W

Washington, DC 20036-4688
Toll-free telephone: 800-647-5463
Web site:

heeps/fkids. nationalgeographic.com

Skipping Stones

P.O. Box 3939

Eugene, OR 97403

Telephone: 541-342-4956

Web site: http://unrw skippingstones.org

Sports lustrated for Kids

P.O. Box 60001

Tampa, FL 33660-0001

Toll-free telephone: 800-992-0196
Web site: futtp://wwn sikids.com

Stone Soup: The Magazine by Young
Writers and Artists

P.O. Box 83

Santa Cruz, CA 95063

Toll-free telephone; 800-447-4569

Web site: http://wunp. stonesoup, com

MNewspapers

Ask your counselor or a librarian to
help you find newspaper articles on
subjects that interest you. Listed here
are two Web sites that contain online
newspaper indexes. Your librarian can
show you how to search for articles
using these or other indexes,



